A   RETURN   FROM   THE   GRAVE

:amels9 backs until we reached, said he, this place; and all was
iar, no man not musing he might be one of the next to die, and
never come home to his house; the day had been showery, the
rain fell all that night incessantly. The signal gun was fired very
early before dawn and the Haj removed in haste, abandoning on
the wet ground of the dark desert, he thought, one hundred and
fifty bodies of dead and dying. At length those which survived
of the pilgrimage, being come upon the wholesome Peraean high-
lands, were detained to purge their quarantine at ez-Zerka eight
days.' He thought it was hardly the half of them which lived to
enter again, by the Boabat Ullah, to the pleasant streets of Damas-
cus. Many are their strange Haj tales of cholera years, and this
among them. 'There was a poor man who dying by the way, his
friends, digging piously with their hands, laid him in a shallow
grave; and hastily they heaped the sand over their dead and
departed with the marching caravan. Bye and bye in this dry
warmth, the deceased revived; he rose from his shallow burial,
and come to himself he saw an empty world and the Haj gone from
him. The sick staggered forth upon their footprints in the wilder-
ness, and relieved from kella to kella, and from nomads to
nomads, he came footing over those hundreds of waste miles to
Damascus and arrived at his own house; where he was but
scurvily received by his nighest kin, who all out of charity
disputed that it was not himself, since some of them but lately
laid him in the grave, stark dead, in Arabia. They had mourned
for him as dead; now he was returned out of all season, and they
had already divided his substance/

MEDAlN   SALIH :   THE   KELLA   GARRISON
In a warm and hazy air, we canie marching over the loamy
sand plain, in two hours, to Medain Salih, a second merkez on
the road, and at the midst of their long journey; where the cara-
van arriving was -saluted with many rounds from the field-pieces
and we alighted at our encampment of white tents, pitched a little
before the kella.
The Ajamy would have me write him immediately a full release
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